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MEETING MINUTES 
EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION 
MEETING MINUTES    JULY 15, 2009 

 
MEETING WAIVED IN LIEU OF 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We did not have a business meeting during this 
gathering, thus there are no formal minutes.  The 
plan for this meeting was to have our Entertainment 
Program first, and then follow up with the business 
meeting.  Instead of our normal meeting at Cross 
Keys Airport, we met at Ed Carter’s Star Cross 
Airport, where one of our members, VP Herman 
Junkerman, did a presentation on How to Fly a 
Powered Parachute (PPC).  Members were invited 
to arrive at 7:00 PM, a little bit earlier than our usual 
7:30 meeting time.  This allowed more daylight time 
for Herman to get through the complete set-up and 
demo flight of the powered parachute plane before 
darkness.  Herman talked a lot about safety 
procedures, and then went through the actual process 
of laying out the chute, clearing all the lines and 
explaining every detail as he went along.  After 
warming up the engine, Herman did a takeoff, a few 
flybys, touch and go’s and finally a landing.  Good 
job Herman!  By the time Herman was finished with 
his presentation, it was dark and getting late for 
those who still have to go to work the next day, so 
our President, Howard Bates, suggested we scratch 
the business meeting, since there wasn’t anything 
important to handle anyway, and all in attendance 
agreed. 

Submitted By:  Bill Varnes, Chapter Secretary# 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
AUGUST 12 - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  - ATLANTIC CITY AIRPORT  
VISIT TOWER - SPACE IS LIMITED - FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT TOM McDOWELL - 856/ 358-7351 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro1@verizon.net  
 
AUGUST 19 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - CROSS KEYS, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216 MEETING - 7:30 PM 
@ FREE FALL ADVENTURE MEETING ROOM 
AIRVENTURE 2009 - OSHKOSH REPORT 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro1@verizon.net  
 
AUGUST 19 - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - ATLANTIC CITY, NJ 
TUNDER OVER THE BOARDWALK  
11:00 AM TO 3:30 PM  
www.atlanticcitychamber.com  
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AUGUST 21-23 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  - - - TRENTON, NJ 
EA’S B-17 ALUMINUM OVERCAST FLIGHTS 
TRENTON MERCER AIRPORT 
RESERVATIONS - 1-800-359-6217 
 
AUGUST 22 - RAIN DATE 23- - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - BETHEL, PA 
GOLDEN AGE FLYING CIRCUS AIR SHOW 
GRIMES AIRFIELD - GOLDEN AGE AIR MUSEUM 
www.goldenageair.org - - 717/933-9566 
 
SEPTEMBER 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - CROSS KEYS AIRPORT 
EAA CHAPTER 216 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM @ FREE FALL ADVENTURE  
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro1@verizon.net  
 
SEPTEMBER 4-7- LABOR DAY WEEKEND - - - - -  WILDWOOD, NJ 
13TH ANNUAL AIRFEST - NASW MUSEUM -  
WILL HOST WW-II AIRCRAFT - B-17/B-24/B-25/P-51  
CAPE MAY COUNTY AIRPORT (WWD)   
www.usnasw.org <http://www.usnasw.org> - - - 609/886-8787 
 
SEPTEMBER 12 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - TOUGHKENAMON, PA 
EAA CHAPTER 240 FAMOUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
NEW GARDEN AIRPORT (N57) -  302/234-9596 
www.eaa240.org  
 
SEPTEMBER 13  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WOODBINE, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 287 - FLY-IN BREAKFAST 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) 
Jim Romano - President  - - FlyingJR13@hotmail.com  
 
SEPTEMBER 12-13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - FULTON, NY 
INTERNATION RV REUNION & BUILDERS FORUM’S 
HOSTED BY EAA CHAPTER 486 
OSWEGO COUNTY AIRORT (FZY) 
www.eaachater486.com-          315/675-9876 
 
SEPTEMBER 19  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - OCEAN CITY, NJ 
OCEAN CITY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT - (26N) 
ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE FLY-IN  - 609/399-9907 
 
SEPTEMBER 19 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - -- - - PITTSTOWN, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 643 - 4TH ANNUAL FLY-IN 
SKY MANOR AIRPORT (N40) - 973/467 2381 
www.vagabondpa15@verizon.net  
 
SEPTEMBER 20 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -  - - SIMSBURY, CT 
24TH ANNUAL FLY-IN and CAR SHOW 
SIMSBURY AIRPORT - 860/380-0040 
www.simsburyairport.com  
 
SEPTEMBER 27-28 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - BETHEL, PA 
13TH ANNUAL FALL ANTIQUE AEROPLANE SHOW FLY-IN 
GRASS ROOTS DRIVE-IN/FLY-IN 
GRIMES AIRFIELD - GOLDEM AGE MUSEUM 
www.goldenageair.org - -- - - -  717/933-9566 
 
OCTOBER 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - ALLOWAY, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL FLY-IN 
WHITEY LANCE AIRPORT (NJ02) 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro1@verizon.net  
 
 OCTOBER 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - MILLVILLE, NJ 
MILLVILLE ARMY AIR FIELD MUSEUM - 
“WWII WARBIRDS AT MILLVILLE”  - 10:00 TO 4:00 PM 
MILLVILLE AIRPORT (MIV) - 856/327-2347 
 
OCTOBER 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -- - DULLES AIRPORT 
EAA CHAPTER 287 BUS TRIP TO NASM Udvar-Hazy Museum 
More Detail to follow  
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - MASSEY, MD 
ANNUAL OPEN HANGAR DAY - 
MASSEY AIRDROME (MD1) MASSEY AIR MUSEUM“Hors D’oeuvres” 
WELCOME - 1:00 TO 4:00 PM 
410/928.5270 - - www.masseyaero.org  
 
FEBRUARY 2-4, 2010 - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - SEBRING, FL 
U.S. SPORT AVIATION EXPO 
SEBRING REGIONAL AIRPORT (SEF) 
www.SPORT-AVIATION-EXPO.com  
 
APRIL 13-18, 2010 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -  - LAKELAND, FL 
SUN-‘n-FUN FLY-IN 
LAKELAND LINDER REGIONAL AIRPORT (LAL) 
www.SUN-N-FUN.org  
 
JULY 26-AUGUST 1, 2010- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - OSHKOSH, WI 
EAA AIRVENTURE WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT (OSH) 
MAKE PLANS EARLY - www.AirVenture.org 
<http://www.AirVenture.org> 
 
This information is not guaranteed. 
It’s wise to confirm dates as some events cancel without notice. 
Please send event data or updates to Bob Cooper - 856/694-4221 
EAA CHAPTER 216 - PL4COOP@JUNO.COM 
<mailto:PL4COOP@JUNO.COM> 
Updated - 08/08/09 
 
 

    Bill’s Adventures 
GRIMES AIRFIELD & MUSEUM VISIT 

 
By Bill Varnes 7/11/09   

 
The first Saturday of the month gathering for 
Chapter 216 members was moved up to July 11th, so 
as not to interfere with the July Fourth holiday 
weekend.  It was scheduled to be a trip over to 
Chapter 240’s Famous Pancake Breakfast at New 
Garden Airport.  This is always a good trip and I 
personally have been there many times.  But, with all 
due respect to Chapter 240, this time I decided to go 
somewhere else.  My good friend, Charlie Eshleman, 
had flown up to Grimes Airfield with Whitey Lance 
a couple of years ago and he raved about how neat 
the place was.  He even wrote a story, which was 
published in the newsletter, and ended with the 
statement, “I want to go again”. 
 
Due to the weather, distance and my arthritis acting 
up, there was no way I was going to be flying my 
Kolb UL there, so I called Charlie to see if he would 
be interested in a road trip to Grimes.  Of course his 
answer was YES!  And then, just as I was about to 
leave home, Tom Coyle called me to ask about going 
to New Garden and I said, hey, how about going to 
Grimes with Charlie and me.  You guessed it.  His 
answer was YES! 
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Grimes Airfield is located near the small town of 
Bethel, Pa., which is about 20 miles NW of 
Reading.  The airport is nestled in a valley, with a 
ridge of mountains off to one side, but the runway 
is nice and flat with clear approaches. The 
operation there is named “Golden Age Air 
Museum” and they are deep into restoring old 
airplanes.  We arrived at Grimes Airfield about 11 
AM, free parking and a short walk to the gate 
where the entrance fee was $6.  This event was 
named, “Wings and Wheels Extravaganza” and 
included antique automobiles displayed by a local 
club.  Of special interest were several old 
Studebakers.  Remember them?  The car design 
that you couldn’t tell the front from the rear!  
There are three large hangar buildings.  Two are 
used strictly for storage of planes, parts and pieces.  
And oh so many parts!  There were parts in the 
rafters, hanging on the walls and sitting on the 
floors.  The third hangar contained a shop where 
they do the restoration work and also stores the 
most recent project, which was a Curtiss Jenny.  It 
was completely restored from the ground up, better 
than new.  They announced that they were going to 
fly the Jenny after lunch, but a cross wind became 
too much for those big wings, and after all that 
restoration work, they did not want to take a 
chance of even scratching it, much less risk a turn 
over or something worse. 

 
 
As we were walking around looking over the 
various restored planes, and some of those on the 
flight line that had flown in, I saw an Aeronca 
Champ landing.  It was silver and had square wing 
tips.  I asked Charlie, do you think that might be 
Tony Butterhof?  Sure enough, it was him.  And 
while we were talking to Tony, another familiar 

looking plane landed and came taxing up to park.  It 
was Whitey Lance in his Aeronca Sedan, with Bob 
Gliem and Gail as passengers.  We then all went 
over to the lunch area for something to eat and 
visited the souvenir shop. 
 
If you ever have the chance to visit this airfield and 
museum, please do so.  As Charlie said, it is really a 
neat place to see some old airplanes.  If you can’t go, 
at least visit their web site at:  
www.goldenageair.org. 
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View from the Tail Gunner,  
                                             Ed Neumann 
Well the Dog days of summer are upon us. As a student 
Pilot I had read that there were more airplane accidents in 
august than any other month. So I decided not to fly in 
August. Then I was at a gathering where we were hangar 
flying.  Cruising altitudes came up and I said “I always 
fly local at 1300 feet” I figured that not many would fly at 
that unlucky Number and I would be safe. Then at least 4 
other pilots said that 1300 Ft was their favorite also. And 
I never flew the Hudson river corridor. It just never 
seemed like a good Idea. 
One of our old time members passed away.  
I go this from Bob Cooper; 
Hi Gang - Just a note in passing -  
Buck Shute - passed away on July 24th -  
Today - I attended his Memorial Service 
Buck flew Gyro copter's for more than 20 years -  
He was 89 – 
Buck was an amazing guy. He built and flew his 
Benson Gyrocopter with  its   McCullough two cycle 
Engine more than 35 years ago.  I remember seeing  
Him land it at Pitman airport. It looked like he 
landed and stopped in about 50 feet. Then he would 
reach up and slow down the Rotor Blades till they 
stopped. He would get off and in his Silver flight suit  
take off his full face silver helmet and there stood 
this grey haired old m an.   
 Buck served in the Army for twenty-five years, 
retiring as a Captain and fought in World War II, 
where he received a Bronze Star medal. He was a 
life member of the 16th Infantry and the 100th 
Infantry Division. He was a member of the 114th 
Regimental Headquarters Assoc. in Woodbury and a 
life member of the Retired Officers Association of 
America. He was also a life member of both the 
Gold Wing Road Riders Assoc. and the Popular 
Rotorcraft Assoc 


