
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

  Tale Wheel view 
 
   First News letter from a different perspective.  
Well, here it is, a new year and new leadership.  Our 
year started off on a good note. We are still having 
nice weather, in the 50’s some days. Flying has 
been relatively good as well. The winds are treating 
us nice and no white stuff so far.  
   Our first directors meeting  was held here at my 
home in Pittsgrove at the beginning of the month.  
Some of the ideas I shared with the directors, I 
share with you.  Just a sample is to try to get our 
members up flying that haven’t flown in a while, 
and the few members that haven’t  flown yet, to 
get’em up.   I mentioned last week that we can set 
up some form of chance or raffle to get a ride in a 
plane such as what Ed Neumann and I did with Bill 
Stockel in his beautiful Great Lakes Bi Plane. Think 
along the lines of a ”bucket list”. Part of my list is 
to jump out of a perfectly good airplane and land 
softly.  Part of my list is complete, with Hang 
gliding, Sail plane flight,  learning to fly and to buy 
my own Trike, buying my own Tail Wheel plane 
and learning how to fly it-(in progress), do off shore 
fishing and owning my own boat. This of course is 
well in the past, thank God. As I have heard it said, 
the two best times about owning a boat is the day 
you buy it, then the day you sell it.  
    I mentioned Earlier about how nice the weather 
has been lately. We had our first Saturday visit 
down to Spitfire Aerodrome to visit Geoff Heap’s 
Zenith 701. Nice work so far Geoff. He was a good 
host that left little in regard to unanswered 
questions. Bill Conway was the only member that 
flew in. This is something I’d like to improve on.  
As an added bonus we met Jack Fetsko, manager of 
the airport.  Nice guy. Someone mentioned about 
possibly putting on a pancake breakfast down there.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is where the questions come to the top. A few 
issues here. 
     We are continuing to add to our calendar of 
events with possibly some additions, such as, 
promoting our Chapter and the EAA by setting up 
static displays at local town events with booths to 
disseminate information. This will be a shot in the 
arm to bring in some new members and inform the 
general public just what we are all about. More 
ideas are on the table. 
    One last thing….You see my signature logo at 
the top. Yes, your right, you don’t see me flying a 
three axis….yet. You have to set a goal or you will 
never get what you want. I have tail wheel stuff all 
over my house and garage. Currently taking lessons 
to get my endorsement. 
    Enough for now.     See you Wed. Night- 
                                                                    Tom 
  “Keep thy airspeed up, less the earth 
come from below and smite thee” 
 
     MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 21, 2011  
The regular meeting was waived in lieu of 

the annual Christmas party.  
President Herman Junkerman welcomed everyone to 
the party, which was held in the Free Fall Skydive 
hangar. Attendance was quite good and Herman 
pointed out that we were honored to have Jason Flood 
and Warren Estlack join us. Jason is recovering from 
an aircraft accident and Warren is being treated for 
cancer. We wished these fellows good health for the 
new 2012 year.  
This is Herman’s last meeting as president of the 
chapter (Tom McDowell will be taking over as 
president in January) and he wanted to thank everyone 
for their help in making the chapter events successful. 
We applauded. The chapter provided hors d’oeuvres, 
sodas and coffee, while members brought in a varied 
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mix of desserts. So good! We all went home with a 
sugar high.  
Joe Flood brought in some specially printed T-Shirts  
which he was selling in order to raise funds for 
Jason’s recovery costs. Get them while they’re 
available and help Jason! The party began at 7PM and  
ended at 10:00 PM.  

Submitted By: Bill Varnes, Chapter Secretary   
 

 
 

 
 

SOMEBODY WENT FLYING TODAY! 
By Bill Varnes 12/30/2011 

Friday, December 30, 2011.  This was one of those 
days that anyone who had a plane should have been 
out flying.  My Kolb FireStar ultralight repairs have 
finally been completed, the engine mounted and just 
a few items left to be assembled.  However, my 
hangar was destroyed when the tree fell on it, so I 
am still not able to bring my plane to the airport.  
Charlie Eshleman sold his plane some time ago, so 
his hangar is empty and while talking to him about 
my need, I somehow inherited his.  One problem 

though, it is not quite long enough.  I need at least 
24’ and it is only 20’ long.  It will be relatively easy 
to lengthen though; all I have to do is work at it.  
So, on this nice day, Charlie and I went to the 
airport to begin the process of cleaning it out.  My 
plan is to move the hangar to my old spot in the 
woods. 
 
After working for a couple of hours, we decided to 
go for lunch.  We stopped at Whitey’s hangar to see 
if he wanted to go along and he did.  As we were 
driving out, I saw a small white sports car, maybe a 
Mazda Miata, drive in and go around back where 
the ultralight hangars are.  I asked Whitey if he 
knew who it was, but he said no.  We continued on 
our way to our usual deli down between Shiloh and 
Bridgeton.  When we returned and after dropping 
Whitey off at his hangar, Charlie and I went on 
around back to resume our hangar work.  That’s 
when we noticed the little sports car parked next to 
the hangar belonging to Les Glessner.  And on top 
of that, the hangar was open and Les’s plane, a CGS 
Hawk was gone!  Now Les doesn’t fly very often 
and that car didn’t look like any I had ever seen him 
drive.  I wondered if maybe it was Jim Kincaid, 
who used to fly Les’s plane on occasion in the past.  
Well, whomever it was, I guessed they would be 
back sometime, at least before darkness settles in. 
Charlie and I were working vigorously on the 
hangar and pretty soon we heard an ultralight 
coming from the SE.  I look up and see it is the 
CGS Hawk.  I stopped working and went out to 
watch it come in.  It was a beautiful landing and 
while it was taxing in I thought at least now I will 
be able to see just who it is that was doing the 
flying.   
Well, by golly, it was Les Glessner himself.  I went 
over to talk to him and congratulate him on the fine 
landing.  He said it was running ok, but needed a 
little carburetor synching.  I was surprised to see 
that it was running so good.  It sits a lot and you 
would think that perhaps the carb would be plugged 
with old gas or suffer from ethanol.  But Les must 
be doing something right.  After a little tweaking on 
the carbs, Les took off again.  He made several take 
offs and landings.  The air was calm at ground level, 
although I could see the clouds moving quite fast at 
altitude.  But otherwise, Les said it was great flying 
weather.  And not another plane in the sky! 
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             CGS Hawk 

 
        That’s a happy pilot 
 
      CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
JANUARY 18, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - GLASSBORO, NJ  
7:30 PM EAA CHAPTER 216 MEETING – 
 TO BE HELD AT THE GLASSBORO VFW HOME – 275 
WILMER STREET – HOSTED BY TOM McDOWELL  
BRING YOUR THOUGHTS AND IDEALS FOR THE 2012 AGENDA  
PRESIDENT TOM MCDOWELL - 856/305-3541 IF YOU NEED 
DIRECTIONS  
ctmcdowell@comcast.net  
 
FEBRUARY 1, 2012 - - - - - - - - - -  - - - TURNERSVILLE, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  
7:30 PM - @ THE HOME OF RICH CHEESEMAN –  
341 GANTTOWN RD BUTTON GWINETT # 8 – 856/589-4195  
PRESIDENT TOM MCDOWELL – 856/358-7351  
ctmcdowell@comcast.net  
 
FEBURARY 15, 2012 - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - GLASSBORO, NJ  
7:30 PM EAA CHAPTER 216 MEETING – TO BE HELD AT THE 
GLASSBORO VFW HOME – 275 WILMER STREET – HOSTED 
BY TOM McDOWELL  
PRESIDENT TOM MCDOWELL - 856/305-3541 IF YOU NEED 
DIRECTIONS  
ctmcdowell@comcast.net  

 
MARCH 21, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - HURRFVILLE, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 - ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET -  
TERRA NOVA RESTAURANT -  
PRESIDENT TOM MCDOWELL – 856/358-7351  
ctmcdowell@comcast.net  
 
MARCH 27 – APRIL 1, 2012 - - - - - - - LAKELAND, FL  
SUN – n - FUN 38TH ANNUAL FLY-IN  
 
APRIL 4, 2012 - - - - - -  ATLANTIC CITY AIRPORT, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 FIRST SATURDAY GATHERING  
AC TOWER VISIT – LIMIT TO 12 – FIRST COME FIRST 
SERVED  
PRESIDENT TOM MCDOWELL – 856/358-7351 – let Tom know if 
your interested -  
ctmcdowell@comcast.net 
 
APRIL 28 – 29, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SUFFOLK, VA  
VIRGINIA REGIONAL FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT  
SUFFOLK EXECUTIVE AIRPORT (SFQ)  
804/358-4333 – www.VirginiaFlyin.org  
 
MAY 12, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - SOUTHAMPTON, NJ  
ALLEN’S AIRSTRIP (3NJ9) – PANCAKE BREAFAST  
609/267-8382 – 8:00 to 11:00 AM  
 
MAY 12-13, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - McGUIRE AFB, NJ  
AFB AIRSHOW w/THUNDER BIRDS  
 
MAY 19, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CAMBRIDGE, MD  
POTOMAC ANTIQUE AERO SQUADRON – 44TH 

ANTIQUE FLY-IN HORN POINT AERODROME –  
410/310-0159 - arthur_Kudner@comcast.net  
 
JUNE 1-2-3, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - READING. PA  
22ND MID-ATLATIC AIR MUSEUM – WWII WEEKEND  
610/372-7333  
 
JUNE 2 – 3, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CROSS KEYS, NJ  
                                EAA CHAPTER 216’s  
                ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST FLY-IN –  
CROSS KEYS AIRPORT (17N) - MORE DETAIL TO FOLLOW   
 
JUNE 9, 2012 - - - - - -- - - - SOUTHAMPTON, NJ 
ALLEN’S AIRSRTIP (3NJ9) – PANCAKE BREAFAST  
609/267-8382 – 8:00 to 11:00 AM  
 
JUNE 20 – 23, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - LOCK HAVEN, PA  
27TH ANNUAL SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY TO CUB HAVEN 
FLY-IN  
PIPER MEMORIAL AIRPORT – 570/893-4200  
 
JUNE 23, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - PITTSVILLE, MD  
AIRPLANES & AIRSTREAMS COVERED DISH LUNCH  
ART KUDER’S AIRSTRIP (6MD8) CAMPING ALL 
WEEKEND  
410/310-0159 - arthur_Kudner@comcast.net  
 
JULY 14, 2012 - - - - - - - -  - - - - - SOUTHAMPTON, NJ  
ALLEN’S AIRSRTIP (3NJ9) – PANCAKE BREAFAST  
609/267-8382 – 8:00 to 11:00 A<M  
 

mailto:ctmcdowell@comcast.net
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JULY 23-29, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - OSHKOSH, WI  
EAA AIRVENTURE – WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT (OSH)  
www.AirVenture.org  
 
AUGUST 11, 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - SOUTHAMPTON, NJ  
ALLEN’S AIRSRTIP (3NJ9) – PANCAKE BREAFAST  
609/267-8382 – 8:00 to 11:00 A<M  
 
AUGUST 17, 2- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ATLANTIC CITY, NJ  
“THUNDER OVER THE BOARDWALK” AIRSHOW  
w/THUNDER BIRDS  
 
SEPTEMBER 8, 201- - - - - - - - - SOUTHAMPTON, NJ  
ALLEN’S AIRSRTIP (3NJ9) – PANCAKE BREAFAST  
609/267-8382 – 8:00 to 11:00 A<M  
 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - OCEAN CITY, NJ  
ANNUAL AIR FESTIVAL - OCEAN CITY MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT (26N)  
609/525-9223  
 
OCTOBER 6, 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ALLOWAY, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 FALL FESTIVAL FLY-IN/DRIVE-IN  
WHITEY LANCE AIRPORT (NJO2)–  
11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM   MORE DETAIL TO FOLLOW -  
 
OCTOBER 13, 2012 - - -  - - - - - - SOUTHAMPTON, NJ  
ALLEN’S AIRSRTIP (3NJ9) – PANCAKE BREAFAST  
609/267-8382 – 8:00 to 11:00 A<M  
 
OCTOBER 20 2012 - - - - - - - - - - - - - PITTSVILLE, MD  
PANCAKE BREAKFAST HORN POINT FUND RAISER  
ART KUDER’S AIRSTRIP (6MD8) CAMPERS WELCOME  
410/310-0159 - arthur_Kudner@comcast.net  
JULY 29 – AUG 4, 2013 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - OSHKOSH, WI  
EAA AIRVENTURE – WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT (OSH)  
www.AirVenture.org  
 
It’s wise to confirm dates as some events cancel without 
notice.  
Please send event data or updates to Bob Cooper – 
 856/694-4221  
EAA CHAPTER 216 – PL4COOP@JUNO.COM  
Updated – 01/08/2012                              
 
VIEW FROM THE TAIL GUNNER 

 

I hope that everyone gets the message that the 
January 2012 meeting will be held at the Glassboro 
VFW Home.  It will be warm! 
The First Saturday Event for 2012 turned out great 
even if we did have to wait a while. We got to meet 
Jack Fetsko’s Daughter and got familiar with the 
airport.  Geoff arrived and opened the Hangar for 
us. I was impressed that the 701 seemed so much 
larger in a big hangar. (This was the legendary Joe 
Young’s hanger where he kept the Comanche.)   
We will be back when it’s flying Geoff. 
Thanks for Sharing with us. Keep up the Good 
Work. 
The March Awards Banquet is just around the 
Corner. New location this year. Thanks to Dan & 
Reesa. Good job on the flyer. I had some more 
pictures of Geoff’s 701 that wouldn’t fit on the 
postal version of the Newsletter. Geoff is a 
Machinist like Gus, Charlie, & Dan, it shows in their 
work. 

 
I am impressed with the ruggedness  of the 701 
 

 
       Notice that there are no “Steam gauges”  
Bright sunshine coming in the hangar made it 
difficult to get good pictures on my camera. The fill 
flash didn’t do the job, but you get the idea. 
 

http://www.airventure.org/
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Geoff explaining the Throttle linkage. Dual carbs 
need to be synchronized.  

 
 
That’s a really thick wing with a leading edge slot to 
keep the stall speed extremely low, yet it has a 
good Cruse speed. 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget the January 18th Gathering will be at 
the Glassboro VFW home on 275 Wilmer Street 
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